


50 Years Ago, President Larry Johnson and George Holstein 

created the Newport Beach Tennis Club to a resounding success. 

Later in the year, NBTC signed Rockin’ Rod Laver as the official 
touring Pro.







Exclusive Tennis Club 

Opens in Eastbluff

Billed as the “Forest Hills of 
the West” the exclusive New-
port Beach Tennis Club opened 
in the Eastbluff area of the 
Irvine Ranch.

Boasting twelve profession-
al courts, the Club will host 
national and regional tour-
naments as well as providing 
facilities and instruction for 
local tennis amateurs. Domi-
nant structures on the seven 
acres grounds are a newly 
completed two story pavilion 
club house and dining facility, 
an Olympic swimming pool, 
and a 4,000 seat oversized 
tournament court equipped 
for radio and television broad 
casting.

As seen in the June 5th 1970 edition

of the Daily Pilot



(right) Testing the buffet at the grand opening of the Newport Beach Tennis Club was club president’s 
wife, Mrs. Larry Johnson, Mrs. Harry Babbitt, Mr. Harry Babbitt, Mrs. Jim Ewart, Mrs. Alex McGregor 
and Mrs. C Perryman. The formal opening of the Newport Beach area tennis facility was a two-day 
event. Babbitt, a member of the club, entertained guests with a group of “songs from the 40’s.”

Grand Opening
Newport Beach Tennis Club

(above) Mr. Bud Holstein, Mr. Larry Johnson, Mr. Peter Arendrup, Mr. George Holstein, 
Mrs. Larry Johnson, Mrs. Rod Laver, Mr. Rod Laver and Ms. Elinor Holstein. 



Champagne Opening 
December, 30 1966



Rodney G Layer
The number one tennis player in the world, “Rod the 
Rocket” will be back home” when he plays at New-
port Beach. He is touring professional for the host 
club. King of the tennis for the past three years, this 
season is leading the pack again in wins – and cash. 
He played on the great Aussie Davis Cup teams from 
1959 through 1962, and in 1962 became the “first ten-
nis player since Don Budge to win the “grand slam” 
– the Australian, Wimbledon French, and U.S. titles in 
one year. That same season he captured the Italian, 
Swiss, Netherlands, and Norwegian championships. 
Ranked as an all time great, he is the only left-hander 
among the top players. Born in Queensland, Australia, 
he started playing tennis at an early age and reached  
stardom at 17. He is now 28.





Sports Journal
“Tennis, Like Love, Is A Ladies Game”

A beginner’s guide to tennis from world champion Rod Laver. Love is a ladies game. 

And so is tennis - a sport in which you find love games, love sets and love matches. 

Except that in tennis, love regers to a situation in which the loser gets no points at 

all. But I still think you’ll love tennis. It will provide you with competition, fresh air, 

exercise an a great deal more.





Talking Tennis - (from left) Arthur Ashe, Mary (Mrs. Rod) Laver, Larry 
Johnson, club president; Mexican star Joanquin Loyo-Mayo.



Australian Tennis Greats  - (below) Roy Emerson (left) and Fred Tolle (right)

(right) George Holstein 
welcomes Tennis Director 
Ted Winston on Staff.



Color Tennis Orange!
World’s Top Pros Compe



Color Tennis Orange!
os Compete in $25,000





Davis Cup
1977 North American Final at NBTC







John McEnroe and Pat Cash won 
their matches Saturday in the 
Success Magazine Champions 
tournament at Newport Beach 
Tennis Club to advance to today’s 
singles final.

2001 Success Magazine Champions Tournament
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2004 Movie Shoot at Newport Beach Tennis Club





2006 Adoption Guild at Newport Beach Tennis Club

(above) NBTC’s Scott Davis, Kaes Van’t Hof defeats Brian Morton and NBTC’s Rick Leach















50 Years amd Still Going Strong
Proud host Club of:

Roy Emerson Adoption Guild Tennis Classic

Top Gun Tennis Tournament

Queen of Hearts Charity Tournament

Michael Chang Tennis Classic
Breakers World Team Tennis

May 21, 2016 NBTC Gala - Exclusive tennis club celebrates its 50th Anniversary


